
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



John B. Kinkead, et al. 
10/774,936 
February 9, 2004 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR AN AERATOR WITH 
DIFFERENTIAL, STEERING ASSIST AND POWER LIFTING 

Attorney: Gerald E. Helget 

Attorney Docket No.: 16502.14 

Additional Fees: Charge to Deposit Account No. 02-3732 

MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir/Madam: 



TRANSMITTAL COVER LETTER 

Enclosed for filing, please find the following: 

1. Transmittal of Information Disclosure Statement Before Mailing Date of First 
Office Action (1 page); 

2. Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant (3 pages) including 5 (five) 
cited references; and 

3. Postcard receipt. 



Dated: 



Respectfully submitted, 



By. 






Gerald E. Helget (Reg. No. 
BRIGGS AND MORGAN, 
80 South 8th Street 
2200 IDS Center 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612) 977-8480 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this document, along with the documents referenced above, are being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service, in an envelope addressed to: MATT, STOP 
AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 
the date indicated below. 



Date: >p,^ ^j- 



1 658398v 1 



1 8 2004 



*\ IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

H» J 

Re. ARfpjh: John B. Kinkead, et al. 

goal No.: 10/774,936 
Filed: February 9, 2004 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR AN AERATOR WITH 

DIFFERENTIAL, STEERING ASSIST AND POWER LIFTING 

Attorney: Gerald E. Helget 

Attorney Docket No.: 16502.14 

Additional Fees: Charge to Deposit Account 02-3732 

MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BEFORE MAILING DATE OF A FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

Applicant submits herewith the references listed on the attached Information 
Disclosure Statement by Applicant. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits. 



Dated: 



Respectfully submitted, 



Gerald E. Helget (Reg. No. 
BRIGGS AND MORGAN, 
80 South 8 th Street 
2200 IDS Center 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612)977-8480 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: MAIL STOP AMENDMENT, 
Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the date indicated 
below. 




Dated 



1658391vl 



PTO/SB/42 (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



37 CFR 1.501 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN A PATENT 

(Sheet I of 3) 


Docket Number (Optional) 
16502.14 


Patent Number 
10/774,936 


Applicant John B. Kinkead, et al. 


Issue Date 


Art Unit 3671 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Fll INfi DATF 

IF APPROPRIATE 




US-2,229,497 


01-21-1941 


E.C. Dontje 










US- 2,260,1 10 


10-21-1941 


ST. Blohm 










US- 2,649,061 


08-18-1953 


C.A. Hawkins, et al. 










US- 2,750,859 


06-19-1956 


Smith burn 










US- 2,823,597 


02-18-1958 


Cadwallader 










US- 2,835,182 


05-20-1958 


Smith burn 










US- 2,888,994 


06-02-1959 


Hoff, et al. 










US- 4,336,760 


06-29-1982 


Cohen, et al. 










US- 4,438,873 


03-27-1984 


Kaercher, Jr. 










US- 5,009,270 


04-23-1991 


Vangsgard 










FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 



















































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author. Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Plugr Walk Behind Power Aerators, web page, (5 pgs.) 



Billy Goat Industries - EZair Aerators, web page (2 pgs.) 
Classen Manufacturing, Inc., web page (2 pgs.) 
BlueBird International Products-Turf Care, web page (1 pg.) 
BlueBird International Products-Turf Care-424, web page (2 pgs.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.501. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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PTO/SB/42 (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



37 CFR 1.501 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN A PATENT 

(Sheet 2 of 3) 


Docket Number (Optional) 
16502.14 


Patent Number 
10/774,936 


Applicant John B. Kinkead, et al. | 


Issue Date 


Art Unit 3671 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


I DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




US- 5,307,952 


05-03-1994 


Worrel, et al. 










US- 5,307,965 


05-03-1994 


Worrel 










US- 5,454,433 


10-03-1995 


Worrel, et al. 










US- 5,478,104 


12-26-1995 


Worrel, et al. 










US- 5,571,252 


11-05-1996 


Worrel, et al. 










US- 5,673,756 


10-07-1997 


Classen 










US- 5,680,903 


10-28-1997 


Oliver 










US- 5,794,708 | 


08-18-1998 


Brophy 










US- 5,802,994 


09-08-1998 


Kinkead, et al. 










US- 6,024,033 


02-15-2000 


Kinkead, et al. 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION | 


YES 


NO 



















































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.501. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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PTO/SB/42 (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



37 CFR 1.501 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN A PATENT 

(Sheet 3 of 3) 


Docket Number (Optional) 
16502.14 


Patent Number 
10/774,936 


Applicant John B. Kinkead, et al. 


Issue Date 


Art Unit 3617 ! 


U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




US- 6,058,860 


05-09-2000 


Kinkead, et al. 










US-6,l02,l29 


08-15-2000 


Classen 










US- 6,149,079 


11-21-2000 


Kinkead, et al. 










US- 6,179,061 


01-30-2001 


Fiore 










US- 6,241,025 


06-05-2001 


Myers, et al. 










US- 6,273,197 


08-14-2001 


Marlow 










US- 6,415,872 


07-09-2002 


Myers, et al. 










US- 6,708,773 


03/23/2004 


Kinkead et al. 




































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 



















































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.501. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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